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Preface:-

The site of Marad(Sumerian MARDA, modern Tell
wana wa al-sodum) was an ancient Sumerian city situated on
the west bank of the western branch of the Euphrates river,
west of Nippur and roughly 50 km southeast of kish, on the
Aratu river, it was established ca.2700 B.C during the
Sumerian Early Dynastic Il period.

The site of Marad covered on area of less than 124
hectares(50 acres),it was excavated by a team from Al-
Qadisiya university in 1990 led by Dr. Nael Hannon, and in
2005 and 2007 led by Dr. Abbas,A., al-hussainy, publication of
the last two seasons is in progress®.

During the Archaeological excavation on second season
2005 a number of cuneiform texts were found in different
points in the site. After a primary study for these cuneiform
texts it was cleared that many of them belong to the old
Babylonian period, while there were few number of them
belong to a more modern period(new Babylon period). the
subjects of these texts, were various according to the variety of
the daily life at that time, but one can say that the general
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pattern of these texts were like the contract type of

texts(contracts of buying lands).These texts contain date
formula and the names of local kings who ruled at that place,
while in the line of swearing, the name of the local god of that
city appeard, god LUGAL MARDA(king of Marad) ,it can be
said that this site is considered one of those which depend on
1-about the first seasons see:-

251z posmtasaall g A0y (B i) il g Aapadll 3 pe Aipae”” ( Jilie ) sia

(98-1997)49 alas

agriculture because most of the contracts talked about buying
lands and fields and so on...

In this research, we have studied two texts, the first hold
the number 1(=number of excavation 140),and the other 2(=
47),and both represent a contract of buying land, and they do
not differ in contexts from those contracts that belong to
the period of the old Babylonian

No.1(=140)
Obv.

26 A"A
DA oA.”A¥ ia-ar-ga-aX¥
U DA cA¥.[ A] nu-Gr-i®s-tar
oSAGY.BI o™Plu-X¥

5. SAG.BI AN.MA.AN.[SUM]
Kl oX-ia¥
"aEN.ZU¥-[ga]-amil¥
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U (-oX-X-na-°ir¥
Mia-ar-oga-X¥

10. alN¥.[1].8” AM¥
o AM¥.TIL.eLA¥.[BI.E]
2 GIN KU.BABBAR

Rev.

IN.NA.AN.LA
U,.KUR. E
15. INIM NU.UM.GA.GA
MU “bel!-MAR.DA
U a-pil-"EN.ZU
IN.PAD.ME~
IGI bur-YI"KUR aX¥
20. 1GI "MAR.TU-[X-X] LU.eTUG¥
IGI ta-ri-bu-c®a DUMUY¥ sU-te-ia
IGI lu-da-a—-te-il DUB.SAR

Translation:-
26 SAR measure of field,
beside Yarka field...... ,
(and)beside n¢r-e®tar field,
In front of channel ul.....,
5. (and)in front of (the house of) ili-MA.AN.SUM

(and) su’en-gamil

and.....na°ir,
9-10. Yarg---s bought

as a full prices,
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2 shekil of silver,

(he)weight,

Rev.

in the future,

15. will not claim,
in the name of god BY2l!-MARDA
and(the king) apil-su’en,
they swore,
the witness bur-adad.....,

20.  the witness “"MAR.TU...... fuller,
the witness taribu®a son of suteia,
the witness luda-te-il the scribe

A contract of buying a measure of field from three people,
its location was identified, the buyer paid for its full prices, the
two sides of contract not to make a claim in the future, and
swore by the god bel-MARDA and the king Apil-su’en,and the

contract was made with the existence of number of witness.

Notes:-
16) “b¥2l-MAR.DA:- the name god of MARAD city, his
name come in many texts as LUGAL.MAR.DA but it is
very uni- que to be mentioned in that pattern, it is worthy to
mention that there is another local god(i.e NU.MU .DA) any
differ- nce between him and the first mentioned god is just
in the writing at the second syllabic Sign, but we read it as
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above because of the close relation of the sign MAR and
because this god was often mentioned in most of the texts of
swear, about these two gods see:-

sigrist,M.,D.,Mesopotamian year names,P.115-116;
66.0a¢ bl juadlcdilicy sia
21) suteia:-for compression with this personal name see:-
Hoffmon,H.B.,Amorite personal names in the mari texts,
P.57;
e apadl) LU dgall (105 ) e & 4y lanse a graic il daslycae
467 (14302¢(2003)ange) 538 Aa g yhale (e

No.2(=47)
Obv.

E E.IKU A" A oX-X¥

DA a-<ta>-na-a--i-li-a®u¥

DA ku-un-gu-um

Kl u-bar-°EN.ZU

DUMU ku-pa-da

5. i-ku-pi-i®g-tar IN.”1.a” AM¥

“"AM.TIL.LANILE

10 GIN KU.BABBAR IN.NA.LA

U,.KUR."E INIM NU.aUM¥.[GA.GA]
Rev.

MU ‘LUGAL.MAR.DA
10.  oU¥ <su>-mu-di-ota-na LUGALY

87



Two old Babylonian Texts from MARAD (Wana wa AL_Sodum)

Dr. Saad.S. Fahad& Dr.Abbas.A. AL-hussainy

15.

IN.PAD.DE.cE ¥

|Gl “EN.ZU-oba-ni¥

IGI nu-Ur-i-li-a®u¥

|Gl ana-bi-"EN.LIL¥

IGI i-aX¥-[X]-2X DUB¥.SAR
ol TU "E¥.[KIN.KU5]

Translation:-

10.

15.

(1) E"E measure of field....... ,
beside (the field of) atana--il
(and)beside(the field of) kungum,
from ubar-%su’en,
son of kupada,
ikun-pi-e®tar, bought
as its full price,
(he)weight 10 shekil(of) silver,
In the future no one make a claim against the other,
in the name of god LUGAL-MARDA,
And the king sumu-ditana,
They swore,
The witness %su’en-bani,
The witness n¢r-ili®u,
The witness nabi-Yenlil,
The witness ---------- ,the scribe,
The month of March,
The year--------------- :
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Notes:-
10) Through the tow forms of oath written in these texts ; the

first texts(line 17) is dated to period of the Babylonian king
apil- Sin (1813 -1830 ) B.C. when the city Marad was under the
rule of the first dynasty of Babylon . Whereas , the second
text(line 10) is dated to period of( Sumu- Detana) and read
(Sumu_Detan the king of the city Marad (1881-1887) B.C.
Cf:zZZB,P,128
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No. 1(= MARAD(147)

Obv.
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The sources
1- the English sources:-
- Hoffmon,H.B., Amorite personal names in the mari
texts,
USA(1956).
- sigrist,M.,D., Mesopotamian year names, Berline(2001).

2- the Arabian source:-
¢ guic“a gluall g 4 g B Cudiil] Al g dapadl) 3 e diae” e Jilie ) gis -
(98-1997)49 axs
) cye ol LI sgall (305 ) siia i &y Slansa (1 secic il Aanlpeie -
(2003)3la53 631 5383 A g phal ¢(liiic g

(”Mb 9 ) I RTRV I ok oo Hliss

g9 Hlode 9 ”M'“ |9J$ wbes .J.f.‘
IS
P Y1 2y dpae b i) Al Aplewdl Gasall o e
Obai 2005 alad G avgall 8 dpeldl daals [HBY) aud by
duhyally L ALL agaall Gaa e ) caadll LG jaall Gl glylesse
oo Lo els Lol e Gl e Db cpeaill Jilady 8ol Craa

- llally Ll Al anls adl) Leiay ilaglas
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