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The English Civil Wars transformed the Puritans into a new institution, the
dominant thread in the Purified and Radically Reformed National Church. They
appreciatively greeted the breakdown of the personal rule of the King in 1640, and
enthusiastically anticipated the long-awaited reform of the Church, pastoral
service, and the people. The years of revolution in England produced a huge
amount of pamphlets and gave rise to an extraordinary controversy on thoughts
and issues that became as serious and urgent as the controversy over toleration.
Preaching before Parliament, the Puritan ministers encouraged the members to
carry on God's work. While Parliament and the Westminster Assembly were
drawing a religious settlement for the kingdom, there were forces moving outside
their halls who would not only prevent the emergence of a Presbyterian scheme,
but would radically change the trajectory of English religious policy and lead to
Charles' execution in 1649. The New Model Army, established by Parliament in
1649, would achieve 1645, remarkable victories and soon have a political life of
its own. Emerging as an independent, armed, religiously extremist power base, the
army would present a serious challenge to Parliament's management of the war
and control of the ensuing settlement. So ecclesiastical discipline was directly
related to church government and toleration: while the Congregational Puritans
(moderate Independents) would seek to locate discipline and caution within local
congregations; On the other hand, Radical Separatists will see all members of
Westminster Assembly as involved in a process that prefigures opposition to
toleration, or hedges in giving a toleration so restricted as to be meaningless to
their perception
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sitting at Westminster by authority of Parliament, against toleration (London,1645), P. 6.

T A testimony to the truth of Jesus Christ, and to our Solemn League and Covenant: as also against the errours,
heresies, and blasphemies of these times, and the toleration of them (London,1647), pp. 22, 31, 33.
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2 William Prynne, The sword of Christian magistracy supported, or, A vindication of the Christian magistrates
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* William M. Lamont, Godly Rule: Politics and Religion 1603-60 (London,1969), p. 170.
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% John Milton, Mr. John Miltons Character of the Long Parliament and Assembly of Divines in MDCXLI omitted in
his other works and never before printed (London, 1681), pp. 5-7.

* Tyacke, Nicholas, "The'Rise of Puritanism'and the Legalizing of dissent, 1571-1719." In Ole Peter Grell, Jonathan
I. Israel, and Nicholas Tyacke (eds.), From persecution to toleration: the glorious revolution and religion in
England (Oxford, 1991), pp, 29-31.

“0 By Tho: Goodwin, Philip Nye, Sidrach Simpson, Jer: Burroughes, William Bridge, An apologeticall narration,
humbly submitted to the Honourable Houses of Parliament (London, 1643).

! Joel Halcomb, Anne Dunan-Page, and Michael Davies, "Being a Dissenter: Lay Experience in the Gathered
Churches." In John Coffey (ed.), The Oxford History of Protestant Dissenting Traditions, Volume 1: The Post-
Reformation Era, 1559-1689 (Oxford University Press, USA, 2020), Pp. 472-494.

2 Murray Tolmie, The triumph of the saints: the separate churches of London, 1616-1649 (Cambridge, 1978), Pp.
42-45, 74-89; Robert S. Paul, The Assembly of the Lord: Politics and Religion in the Westminster Assembly and the
grand Debate (T. & T. Clark, 1985). Pp. 206-208. 220-221.

105



e e panan 1518 agil V) cans; 2 1 Aalall gl (e ot e el IO ol il sle 5 Antiall am sl

Al ) ga¥) Ay el Adalis agal (S ASWal (5 ) 5 juially ) sliiall Sy Al ddalliall Cilranil) a3 sanall zalasill acs Jlae s
Oudriall ge sl s Baelall Lt Bl qe G e s U by Csasa Oile st Jie 0 sdiall O &Y 381y (gl
Ol oL@ (OalSilasyl) b i s sl ol Adaliy | ghals a8l Ml jell s Alisl) pals o ke sl WSl G e
@) OIS A" (sasn Culast gl s cclisl s Akl el qe siieal O i Y (Reai€D) ale) L sl paunlSY) Jilae B 1 5dliA)
Al eV SN (o)) aal sty e i il dlgialing 5o s Lginada ulS Laga o) V) maen &y a (e adlal il Sy il
bl el 3 by 150 Al Ale 8 A sl Jileall 5 sagiall Clulal Gn Smeadll OMA e 4P il sl

Ml Cptina )Y La 5 bl S g il guadl e IS IS5 e ¢ il Gl 5 Gpilaanall s Cpliinall 5 (ppadadiall

a8 3 «Apologeticall Narration 2 Jall s LS5 ¢(1645) Irenicum & Do bess B (e s g0 (8 gall i g 8
oo el iy W7 il e g peal cpdll o lall aia il Bles (S LA A (e L Opai o Jas Al S elaal) Ll dga
Ssose dola ¢ e 8 JS ae el ang 4l 1 gilef Al ¢ oY) aaad Adlladll 4y el lal IS s Al Bals e e
Ls sy () G yealaall (5 gimall acall () gasy | 1S ISl ) ealidill il (5 bady pLu@D G yite WIS cpriapnd) WIS o
¢ ) gaaial) elad¥l 5 oLt Glany ae eabasty o) Gang 2SIl (G (e a8 U e 4l g 4] ) (IS 88 ¢ A 5 pa Adiaat oLl ) g jlas
Lgma 3 581 agual Cppnsall alSall () S5 sgd copandiall Jia ol Al 55 jpladl) cilid jel) e dgle camy 4513 M1 b 45l )

48 il agall b agh) ki Jie dgnall sl 8

"oV maead dsana e Jald el ) Tl 28l o il (5530850 5 sl 300053 Gibe st e 835 85 1646 ale s
el Y a5 eans dy (s2Y) o giSa ity o 0l 3ST 5 cJall 138 (g o o (sl 2mn 5 13) M IS 8 Gl o Sout il le o ¢
49

sdiia
Caagind 381 %%l a1 & Sl il alasinl Jga dsenl) 4SS5 e (1649) abal) Jsa Jlss S i Cpsl Osa e

colan¥l) Agans caind 43l (e a1 e 5 Y e ST Y ded 40 ( IS0 51 el jlail 5 malasill anlio (o IS Gy f
500 () A mdll Al i) ghdeyus ol dola L oamlin 5 355853555 32053 Leasd ) gl (e duaall S5 B 5 i

*% David Scott, Politics and war in the three Stuart kingdoms, 1637-49 (Macmillan, 2004), pp. 89-94.

* John Dury, An epistolary discourse wherein (amongst other particulars) these following questions are briefly
resolved. 1. Whether or no the state should tolerate the independent Government? Il. If they should tolerate it, how
farre, and with what limitations? Ill. If they should tolerate it, what course should be taken to bring them to a
conformity with the Presbyterials? (London,1644); George Gillespie, VVholesome severity reconciled with Christian
liberty (London, 1645); Thomas Edwards, Gangraena (London, 1646); The Reasons Presented by the Dissenting
Brethren Against Certain Propositions Concerning Presbyteriall Government: And the Proofs of Them Voted by the
Assembly of Divines, Sitting by Authority of Parliament, At Westminster. Together with the Answer of the Assembly
of Divines to Those Reasons of Dissent. Printed by T.R. and E.M. for Humphrey Harward, (London,1648). Samuel
Rutherford, A Free Disputation Against Pretended Liberty of Conscience: Tending to Resolve Doubts Moved by Mr.
John Goodwin, John Baptist, Dr. Jer. Taylor, the Belgick Arminians, Socinians, and Other Authors Contending for
Lawlesse Liberty, Or Licentious Toleration of Sects and Heresies (London, 1649).

% John Marshall, "Some intellectual consequences of the English revolution." The European Legacy 5, no. 4 (2000):
515-530. P. 515.

% Jeremiah Burroughs, Irenicum, to the lovers of truth and peace heart-divisions opened in the causes and evils of
them: with cautions that we may not be hurt by them, and endeavours to heal them (London, 1645), pp. 18, 41.

" Ibid, p. 18.

*® Ibid, pp. 18-19, 22-23, 27, 158.

*% Jeremiah Burroughs, A vindication of Mr Burroughes,: against Mr Edwards his foule aspersions (London, 1646),
pp. 23-24.

>% John Owen, A sermon preached to the Honourable House of Commons, in Parliament assembled: on January 31.
A day of solemne humiliation. With a discourse about toleration, and the duty of the civill magistrate about religion
(London, 1649), p. 44.
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52 1bid, p. 61.

53 Ibid, p. 65.

** Congregational Church in England and Wales, A Declaration of the Faith and Order Owned and Practised in the
Congregational Churches in England (London, 1659), Preface, & pp. 17-18.

** Thomas Lyon, The theory of religious liberty in England, 1603-39 (Cambridge, 1937), pp- 30-2, 77-108.

% William Clarke, The Clarke Papers: Selections from the Papers of William Clarke, Secretary to the Council of the
Army, 1647-1649, an to General Monck and the Commanders of the Army in Scotland, 1651-1660. Edit by C. H.
Firth (London, 1891), I. pp. 282-283.

> His Highness speech to the Parliament in the Painted Chamber at their dissolution, upon Monday the 22d. of
lanuary 1654 (London, 1654), p. 10.

*% Roger Williams, The fourth paper, presented by Maior Butler, to the Honourable Committee of Parliament, for
the propagating the gospel of Christ Jesus (London, 1652), preface.

> Wilbur Cortez Abbott (ed.), The writings and speeches of Oliver Cromwell (Harvard University Press, 1937), 11,
pp. 436-437.

% Ibid, I, pp. 360, 377-378.

®! Richard Baxter, Reliquia Baxteriana (London, 1696), I, pp. 51-54.
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82 An Act for relief of religious and peaceable people from the rigor of former acts of Parliament in matters of
religion (London, 27 Septemr. 1650), pp. 1-5.

® Thomas Edwards, The casting down of the last and strongest hold of Satan. Or, A treatise against toleration and
pretended liberty of conscience: wherein by Scripture, sound reason, fathers, schoolmen, casuists, Protestant
divines of all nations, confessions of faith of the Reformed Churches, ecclesiastical histories, and constant practice
of the most pious and wisest emperours, princes, states, the best writers of politicks, the experience of all ages; yea,
by divers principles, testimonies and proceedings of sectaries themselves, as Donatists, Anabaptists, Brownists,
Independents, the unlawfulnesse and mischeif [sic] in Christian commonwealths and kingdoms both of a vniversal
toleration of all religions and consciences, and of a limited and bounded of some sects only, are clearly proved and
demonstrated, with all the materiall grounds and reasons brought for such tolerations fully answered (London,
1647), title page.

% Carolyn Polizzotto, "Liberty of Conscience and the Whitehall Debates of 1648-9." The Journal of Ecclesiastical
History 26, no. 1 (1975): 69-82. Pp. 75-82.

% A Brief Confession or Declaration of Faith set forth by many of us, who are (falsely) called Ana-baptists (London,
1660), p. 10.
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