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Abstract

The research discusses the Suruj and continued its name, the names by
which it was known, its geographical location in the south west of the city
of Edessa, and its borders, to the east by Harran, to the south by Qal'at
Ja'bar, and to the west by Tell Basher.

It talks about the history during the Islamic era, and the siege of lyad bin
Ghanem of the city during the caliphate of Omar bin Al-Khattab, but he
could not conquer it, because of its high defenses and the valor of its
people, which prompted him to make peace with its people. In the Maoist

era, the Caliph Hisham ibn Abd al-Malik settled about sixty thousand
Arabs and Turkmens in the eastern plain of Suruj. In the Abbasid era, it
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was very prosperous, especially with its abundance of trees. The city of
Suruj was invaded by the Byzantine Empire in 952A.D/341 AH, and the
invaders killed and looted its population.

Suruj remained under Islamic rule until the Crusaders took control of it
at the end of the fifth century AH / eleventh century AD, and it was within
the Crusader Emirate of Edessa, which was founded by Baldwin I. In their
lands as tenants, taxes of all kinds were imposed on them and they
continued in this state until Imad al-Din Zangi liberated it from the
Crusaders in 539 AH / 1145 AD.

The conditions of the city were unstable during the Ayyubid era because
of the ongoing conflicts between the members of the Ayyubid house.
Sometimes it was subject to King Al-Afdal bin Salah al-Din, sometimes to
his uncle Saif al-Din al-Adil, and some other times to al-Malik al-Kamil
Ibn Saif al-Din al-Adil and at other times to Ashraf Ibn al-Adil. The city
and its surroundings remained a subject of conflict between the members of
the Ayyubid house until it was subjected to the Mongol invasion led by
Hulagu in 659 AH /1261A.D.and a massacre was committed in Suruj by
the Tatars.
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