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EFFECT OF FORCE MOLTING ON SEMEN CHARACTERISTICS
AND FERTILIZING ABILITY OF BROILER BREEDER MALES
Khalid H. Hassan Mahdi S. Jassim Raaed I. Khalil
Animal Resources Dept., College of Agric. , Diyala Univ., Iraq

ABSTRACT

The study was conducted to determine the effect of force molting
program on fertility (%) and the semen characteristics including mass motility
Jindividual motility (%), ejaculate volume (ml.), sperms concentration and
number of sperms per ejaculate. The study used Hubbard flex broiler breeder
flock at 65 week of age consist of 24 cocks and 40 hens . The cocks divided
into two groups ,the first group and all hens were subjected to force molting
program while the second group of cocks were used as control. Semen
collected artificially and examined to evaluate the semen traits and the hens
artificially inseminated with 0.05 ml. semen with four replications. Eggs were
collected through 2-8 days after insemination and incubated for seven days
before they broken and examined for embryo development to determine
fertility. The results indicated that there were significant (P< 0.05) reduction in
fertility, mass motility and individual motility and highly significant (P< 0.01)
reduction in sperms concentration for the force molted cock semen as
compared with the control group.
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