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Abstract

In the cherished annals of ancient grammatical scholarship,
luminaries of yore harnessed a plethora of terminologies within their
magnum opuses. Often, they refrained from elucidating these terms'
profound nuances or delving into their intricate labyrinths. Instead, they
proffered these terminologies, judiciously situated within their
appropriate contexts and esteemed designations. Thus, the scholars of
our contemporary epoch, with a fervent ardor for knowledge, have
endeavored to unravel some of these enigmatic terminologies. They've
bequeathed entire tomes and scholarly treatises to such pursuits.
However, the vast oeuvre within this realm has yet to encapsulate the
entirety of what the compendiums of these grammarians enshroud —
terms that beckon rigorous examination and erudite scrutiny. Foremost
among these is the notion of “the third degree in the venerable volumes
of Arabic grammar.” This concept, ancient in its inception and
comprehension, has hitherto not been singularly addressed in modern
scholastic pursuits. | perceived a compelling need to undertake its
examination, for its essence demands an intricate delineation, guided by
the lexicon and terminologies that resonate with its ethos and are
analogous or synonymous with this very notion. This is further
augmented by an exploration of its multifaceted details, including an
aggregation of elemental principles underpinning this concept.

The scholarly voyage yielded the following illuminations:

1. The term "third degree" eluded the discourse of grammatical
visionaries spanning the illustrious second and third Hijri centuries,
extending to the dawn of the fourth Hijri century. Neither its
explicit nomenclature nor its indicative expressions found mention.
Yet, the conceptual underpinnings of this term were by no means
absent from their cerebral ruminations on grammar. Subtly, they
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alluded to its nuances at various junctures within their esteemed
grammatical expositions.

Al-Rumani emerges as the pioneering luminary to formalize and
theorize the idea of "the third degree.” However, precedence in
illuminating its semantic essence belongs to Ibn Abi Al-Rabee, for
he was the inaugural scholar to employ the term in its procedural
connotation.

The overarching conception of “the third degree," as articulated by
both Al-Rumani and Ibn Jinni, does not markedly diverge from
subsequent interpretations. It remains, quintessentially, a state
wherein a word—be it singular or compound, stemming from the
root or the offshoot—is elevated to a tertiary level, connoting a

specific and distinct meaning.
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