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The Biographies of the People of Wasit Ibn al-Shaar
al-Mawsilli (654AH/ 1256AD) : A Study in the
Sources

Hanan Abdul Khalik Ali Al-Sab'awi
Mosul University/ Mosul Studies Center
Abstract

The book of "Qalalid al-Juman fi Faraid Shu'ara hadha al-Zaman " by Ibn al-
Shaar al-Mawsilli is considered to be one of the most important biological
books with great historical values. There is yet another merit of the book
which is its broad spatial domain of the biographies of Ibn al-Shaar al-
Mawsilli. Of the cities that Ibn al-Shaar wrote about their people in his work of
"Qalalid al-Juman" , is the city of Wasit. Due to the importance of this city , Ibn
al-Shaar al-Mawsilli mentioned more than 45 biographies that covered nearly
all the scientific specializations with the years of their births and Deaths
varying between the 6th and 7th Centuries AH and the 12th and 13th
centuries AD. The sources of the biographies varied from direct oral tales to
indirect oral tales in addition to written sources which are in the second
position. Thus, the importance of the biographies that were done by Ibn al-
shaar about the city of Wasit can be clearly seen.
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