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Abstract
Mediation is the process by which a neutral person
assists the parties in reaching a mutually acceptable

agreement about the issues in the case. In the context of the
criminal justice, mediation is a newly adopted by
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contemporary criminal policy to contribute to the treatment
of the continually increasing number of cases before
criminal courts, and a reliable procedure to resolve criminal
disputes of a simple nature.

This paper looks at the criminal mediation as one of
the restorative and compensative Justice practices which is
based on the idea of victim's compensation and rehabilitation
e of the offender, and its ability to end a dispute before
starting the Criminal lawsuit.

Keywords: criminal mediation, criminal justice, restorative
Justice, litigation.
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(1) P.H coppens, Mediation et philosophie du droit, archives de
politiqu criminelle. No 13, Paris, 1991, P. 16 .
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)2( Christine Lazerges, Essai de classification des Procedures de
Médiation, Archives de politiqu criminelle, 1992, P. 25.
)3( Project de La Loi reLatif a' L'organisation des Juridictions et a' La
procédure civile, Pénale et administrative, Journal official, Débats
Parlementaire, Assemblée Nationale, compte-rendu No. 1/10/1992.
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)1( Article (4) of the Portuguese Law No(21) of 2007 provides that "A
mediacao € um Processo informal e flexivel , conduzido por um
terceiro, O mediador, que promove a aproximacao entre O arguido
e O ofendido e os apoia na tentativa de encontrar activamente um
acordo que Permita a reparacao dos danos causados Pelo facto
ilicito e contribua para a restauracao da paz social".
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)3( J.P. Bonafe- Schmitt, La médiation pénale en france et aux stats-
unis, coll.,Droit et société.Recherches et travaux, paris, 1998,
P.13.

)4( J.pradel, Procedure Pe¢nale, 12e edition, Cujas , Paris, 2005,
P.515.

)5( Christine Lazerges, mediation pénale, Justice Penale et Politique
Criminelle, Revue de science criminelle et droit pénale compare,
No.(1), Paris, 1997, P.194.
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